		
Melverley Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 March 2016 at the Melverley Village Hall


1. Future of Rural Broadband
Cllr A. Walpole introduced Mr C. Taylor, Head of Connecting Shropshire Board Band who gave an illustrated talk on the problems in providing broadband services in the Melverley and many other rural villages in Shropshire. This was due mainly to the distance from the exchange and also the small population of the village made the supply of fibre broadband probably not financially viable. He also mentioned broadband could be provided by mobile telephone providers. It was pointed out the signal for mobile telephones in Melverley was not good. Mr C Taylor resolved to look further into possible solutions.

2. Members of the Public Address the Parish Council.
Concerns regarding the poor level of broadband service in the area were strongly expressed in the question and answer session following the presentation by Mr. C. Taylor.

3. Present
Mr. B.C. Edwards (Chairman), Mr.S.G. Pritchard, Mr. L.L. Jones, Mr M. Davies, Mrs S. Herbert-Jones
R.W. Gittins (Clerk)
Also in attendance: Mr. A. Walpole, Councillor, Shropshire Council, Mr. C. Taylor, Head of Connecting Shropshire, Shropshire Council
Members of the Public: Ms. J. Moss

4. Apologies – None

5. Declarations of Interest
None were declared. The members present initialled statements in accordance with code of conduct.

6. To Confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2015
The minutes of the meeting held on 9 December 2015 (circulated) were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman, Mr B.C. Edwards.

7. Matter Arising
The flooding to the local area was on going issue. 
Traffic calming, the details of the meeting last year which had taken place between Hayley Phillips, traffic engineer, who had now left Shropshire Council, and Mr.R.W. Gittins, Clerk had been forwarded to Mr David Gradwell, Traffic Engineer, Shropshire Council
The Temporary weight limits to the Melverley Bridge had raised concerns initially regarding access for agricultural vehicles. This had now been resolved.

8. Finance
Authority was given to pay:
	Payments
	

	Village Hall – Hire for Parish Plan meeting
	£15.00

	Receipts
	

	Grant from Shropshire Council for Parish Plan
	£1248.25









9. Planning Matters.
Decision: 15/00315/FUL Tontine Inn, Church Lane, Melverley, SY10 8PJ
Proposal:  Change of use from Public House A3/A4 to single dwelling Decision:  Grant Permission
[bookmark: _GoBack]This was noted. 

10. Reports 
Police – there was no reports from the Police
Shropshire Council – Cllr A. Walpole gave a comprehensive report on the recent activities of Shropshire Council, which included budget meeting, household rates may now be increased to 3.99%. It been acknowledged increase in costs, particularly adult social care had occurred. Business rates were to be kept by local authorities, but the support grant from Government would cease.
Local Joint Council – No from the Council was able to attend the meeting. Cllr A Walpole have a report on the meeting, the topic was mainly the Big Conversation and cuts to services.

11. Parish Matters
Parish Plan – 120 questionnaires had been sent out to households of which 50 had been completed and returned. The answers were now being collated, which would be reviewed at a meeting in April

Shropshire.net Website. The Clerk reported it to close at the end of March and there was a need to provide a website to comply with the Transparency Code. The Clerk report he was attending a training day at Craven Arms Community Centre on setting up a website for local authorities. 

Cllr Martin Davies reported badgers were again undermining the road approaching the river bridge.

The abandoned car on the Argoed Road had not been removed, even though a “Police Aware Notice” had been place on it. Clerk to refer to the Shropshire Council.

12. Correspondence
The items received since the last meeting were discussed and the information noted.

	Correspondence Received 2 December 2015 - 2 March 2016
	

	
	Invoices received and items covered under the agenda are not listed below.

	
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	

	
	Town/Parish Election Recharges
	

	
	Emails
	

	
	Various emails from ALC
	

	
	Parish online news
	

	
	Rural Hub Newsletter
	

	
	LCR online
	

	
	Corbett News Letter
	

	
	Smaller Authorities Audit - Update one
	

	
	Transparency Code
	

	
	Town/Parish Election Recharges
	

	
	Alternative Broadband
	

	
	Alterations to electoral Register
	



13. Any Other Business
Concern was expressed the future of the Non-Conformist Chapel, which had closed last year was for sale by auction. 

14. Date of next meeting Wednesday, 11 May 2016




Signed …………………………………………….   			Date…………………….
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